
FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reports 

The recent parent teacher interviews were very successful.  I felt that the day was well attended and 

enjoyed meeting a number of parents for the first time. 

School Uniform 

The school has done a significant amount of work in an attempt to improve the number of students 

correctly wearing school uniform.   I would like to thank all parents who have assisted us in this matter 

as it is very much appreciated.  The correct wearing of school uniform helps in not only lifting the     

image of a school but also plays a significant role in us being able to detect trespassers more readily.  

The correct wearing of school uniform will continue to be a focus next term. 

Student Achievement 

Recently we have some students who have achieved some very good results as part of the Geography 

and Science competition. 

Congratulations to: 

Year 7 Ashley Douglas ð Distinction (top 5%) 2008 Australian Geography Competition 

Year 8 Hayden Keep ð Distinction (top 5%) 2008 Science Competition 

Year 9 Nick Dorling ð Credit 2008 Australian Geography Competition 

Year 9 Kate Hughes ð Distinction (top 5%) 2008 Australian Geography Competition 

Year 9 Chris Connelly ð High Distinction (top 3%) 2008 Australian Geography Competition 

Parent Opinion Surveys 

I am very keen to receive feedback from parents regarding the school and its operations.  Recently a 

random number of parents were selected to participate in the schoolõs annual Parent Opinion Survey.  

The number of returns was significantly higher than last year, and I would like to thank everyone who 

took the opportunity to complete the survey.  Your input is always appreciated. 

Finally, as another term draws to a close I would publicly like to thank all the students, teachers and 

parents for their work and contribution to the smooth running of Pakenham Secondary College.  Have 

a restful holiday. 
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Experience Monash Peninsula 

Monday 29th September 

10am ð 2.30pm 

 

Are you a student in Year 10, 11 or 12 or a parent of a student in one of these years? If so, we invite you to come 

and Experience Monash Peninsula. 

The Peninsula campus in Frankston is home to a suite of quality courses in education, health and business    

disciplines. 

This program aims to introduce you to the opportunities and experiences available to students at Peninsula. 

Tour the campus, speak to staff and current students, experience our facilities and learn more about the        

transition to university. 

For program details and to book online visit: 
www.monash.edu.au/study/events/experience                                                                                                  

Telephone 9903 4758 

Email valerie.foster@adm.monash.edu.au 

 

Monash Peninsula ï with Eastlink itôs closer than you think  

 

 

EXAM PREPARATION  

Term 3 Holiday Workshops 

Open to all students in Years 9, 10 &11 

These popular small group workshops are  

designed for students who want to prepare  

 for the end of year exams. 

Held at MLC Kew from 30th September 

¶ Advance reading skills 

¶ Study skills 

¶ Essay skills 

Class sizes are limitedñEarly Booking a must.. 

Enrolment hotline 9818 3888 or  

Save Time and book online @ 

www.skillscentre.com.au 

PRESENTED BY THE ICS LEARNING GROUP 

 

 

 

Do you wonder why they arenõt listening 

to you or how to  

deal with their anger?  

Do you want to maintain a connection with them?  

Take some time out for parents  

This is an opportunity to call in, ask questions, meet other    

parents and share ideas that work!  

 

 

 

Who:           Dads, mums & carers of teenagers 13 -17 years  

When:         7.00 - 9.00pm ð Tuesday 7 th & 14th October  

Where:        Emerald Community House, 354 Main Street,  

Emerald  

Cost:           Free (bookings essential)  

Contact:     Helena at Parentzone on 5991 2225  

mailto:valerie.foster@adm.monash.edu.au


CURRENT LINK EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Positions available : 

Apprentice carpenter ð Keysborough 

Business sales trainee ð Melbourne 

Apprentice mechanic ð Hawthorn 

Admin traineeship ð St Kilda 

Apprentice painter ð Upper Ferntree Gully 

Apprentice electrician ð Mornington 

Apprentice mechanic ð Dandenong 

Warehousing trainee ð Lynbrook 

Engineering apprenticeship ð Braeside 

   See www.linkemploy.org.au for details. 

 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

To help other students with career direction and personal 

experience, we try to encourage guest speakers to the      

College. If you are willing or know someone who may be 

willing to donate some time to speak to students about a                                                                                                      

profession, their life experiences and courses/training,                                                                                                          

we would be eager to hear from you.   

Please contact the Careers Department. 

Hairdressing and Make Up 2008 

Students interested in working with the Hairdressing industry are                                                                                                                          

being given an opportunity to experience hands on experience in                                                                                                                              

the areas of skin care, facial shapes, colour coding, bridal makeup,                                                                                                                             

client consultation and maintenance of equipment.                                                                                                                                                 

When : 2 full days Thursday and Friday at Dandenong. 

Cost : $99                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Date  : Dec 11/12 ð closing Dec 4                                                                                                                                                                              

Minimum age : 15 years 

For more details contact:                  Dandenong 9212 5401 

CAREERS IN MANUFACTURING 

A guest speaker, Tania OõBrien from Yakult, will be attending                                                                                                                     

our College on the 14th October 2008. She will be speaking to                                                                                                                 

students interested in a career in manufacturing. It will be in                                                                                                                      

the Senior School Lecture theatre at 9.15am.                                                                                                                                            

Interested students must see the careers office to register their                                                                                                               

interest. No expression of interest prior to the 14th means no                                                                                                                   

entry! So donõt forget to leave your name with the careers staff                                                                                                                       

so that we can advise teachers of the students attending on                                                                                                                       

the morning. 

12 MONTH BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION TRAINEESHIPS 

We have been extremely fortunate to have the Cardinia Shire Council offer 

our College two traineeships for 2009. They are full time positions for  

students interested in commencing a career in administration. The      

positions are for local laws and rates and valuations departments. To find 

out more information, please attend the information session on Thursday 

18 th September at 3.30pm in the theatrette. Parents welcome.             

Applications close the 8th October 2008. For more details see Mrs Taylor  

in the Careers office.                                                                                       

We thank Jenny Smith and the Cardinia Shire Council for providing 2 lucky 

students this opportunity! 

 

 

CURRENT MEGT EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Positions available : 

Real estate administration- Mt Waverley 

Trainee receptionist ð Clayton 

Business traineeship ð Melbourne/western suburbs 

Apprentice gardener ð Ringwood/Mulgrave 

Apprentice carpenter ð Croydon 

Apprentice cabinet maker ð Bayswater 

Apprentice painter ð Skye 

Apprentice landscaper ðeastern suburbs 

Warehouse traineeship ð Dandenong Sth 

Apprentice chefs- various locations 

Apprentice sheet metal worker ð Mulgrave 

Apprentice mechanic ð Brighton/Burwood 

See www.megt.com.au for details. 

If you are interested in these positions and need some          

assistance, call into the Careers room. Book mark these sites 

and check back often! 

YOUNG LEADERS PROGRAM 

At the end of August the year 9 and 10 leaders participated 

in the Young Leaders Program run by the Cardinia Shire 

Council. It was a week long program which endeavoured to 

teach the young people about leadership qualities such as 

communication, team work and organisation. I attended the 

Presentation on the final day. They were involved in         

demonstrating the skills that they had learned and         

showcased the team activities that they had worked on. It 

was a wonderful opportunity for our students to develop  

leadership skills and network with other students in the   

region. Well done to you all! And once again, thank you to the 

Cardinia Shire Council for allowing students such a fantastic 

opportunity. 

 

http://www.linkemploy.org.au
http://www.megt.com.au


PAKENHAM SOFTBALL  

CLUB  

 

Registration is upon us for the coming  

summer season.  The first game is played 

on 11th October, 2008.   If you would like to 

get some exercise fresh air and play  

softball on a Saturday come along to 

Sweeney Reserve, Narre Warren we would 

love to see you.   It is a family affair, teams 

range from Menõs teams, Social Women 

(lots of fun), B Women, Under 16 Girls and 

if we can get together an Under 16 Boys, 

that would be great, Under 13 Girls and 

Boys also needed.  If you would like to know 

more  about  the  Club  or get registration 

 papers/info please contact Dianne on 

0448 199 303.  

 

 

PAKENHAM LITTLE ATHLETICS CENTRE  

  Athletics for children of all abilities aged 

5 to 15 years.                       

 2008-2009 Track & Field Season 

                   Commencing Saturday 4
th
 October 2008 

 
Interested new members are invited to attend a FREE 
Come & Try session on Saturday 20

th
 September from 

9.30am to 11.00am  
 

Registrations will be taken on either  
Saturday 20

th
 September 11.00am to 1.00pm  

or Sunday 28
th
 September 10.00am to 12 noon 

 
Pakenham Athletics Track, Toomuc Reserve, Princes 

Hwy, Pakenham 
(rear of Cardinia Life) 

 
Enquiries to Lisa 5942 7880 or Sarah 9707 4272 

www.pakenhamlittleathletics.com.au 
éééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé.. 

 

 

 

 

UNIFORM SHOP The uniform shop will 

be closed on Tuesday the 9th and 16th 

September. Shop hours will be normal on 

both Fridays, 12th & 19th September. 

Uniform shop will be open Saturday 4th 

October 9amñ12 pm. We apologise for 

any inconvenience. 

 

WORKING BEE: 

11TH OCTOBER 

DETAILS TO  

FOLLOW 

MarShere Pakenham                                             

7a Embrey Crt(off Bald Hill Rd)                        

TELEPHONE: 5940 3380 



THE LIBRARY RESOURCE CENTRE NEWS 

 

The Library Resource Centre participated in  the  

òChildrenõs Book Week ò  celebrations  from  

16 th to 22nd August.  The theme for  this yearõs       

celebrations was òFuel Your Mind.ó During the 

celebrations   a number of competitions and    

activities were organised by the Library          

Resource Centre to highlight the importance of 

reading and to encourage the students to       

develop a love of literature.  

As part of the celebrations the Library organised 

a trip for some year 8 students to the Federa-

tion Square to hear Rachel Cohn, a brilliant   

author from New York who writes young adult    

novels. The Library also hosted a resident      

author, Simon Higgins on Friday 22nd August for 

the whole day to conduct a lecture and       

workshops on creative writing  and literacy skills 

for all year 7 students. During the lecture Simon 

Higgins  conducted a demonstration of laido 

(the art of samurai sword) in full costume which 

ties in with both action and fantasy writing skills 

and with his novels. The  students and staff 

both found Simon Higgins        lecture and           

demonstrations quite stimulating and             

interesting.   The photos below show Simon  

Higgins  demonstrating the art of Laido .and 

later presenting awards to the prize winners. 

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

Wade Keyes receiving an 

award from Simon Higgins 

LITERACY WEEK 

National Literacy week was celebrated from 1 to 7      
September and the focus of the cluster schools was on 
�µ�2�U�D�O���/�L�W�H�U�D�F�\���¶���7�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H�G��
in various literacy and numeracy activities in their classes. 
Wednesday, 5 September was set aside for National 
Reading Day and some of our students participated in an 
online review writing competition on a book of their choice. 
The following students sacrificed their lunch time to enter 
the competition: Ebony Camilleri (7.2), Kierly Grasso (7.2), 
Riley Neilson (8.3), Amy Miller (9.4), Peter Ramsdale 
(9.3), Hayleigh Clark (9.8) and Chase Sleep (10.7). Amy 
and Peter received book prizes for being the winners and 
the rest of the students received certificates for             
participating. 

On Friday 5 September, all students from Year 7 to 9 
were involved in a whole day of numeracy and literacy 
activities. Some of these were Spelling Bee, Debates/ 
Panel discussions, Quizzes and a giant Scrabble game. 
Students enthusiastically participated in some of these 
activities and had fun on the day. 

Literacy and Numeracy Weeks help to increase          
community awareness and the critical role that schools 
play in developing the literacy and numeracy skills of our 
students. 

Sushila Kumar 

Literacy Cordinator. 

Riley Neilson with his 

literacy award. 

Peter Ramsdale 

with his literacy 

award. 


